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We did it! 

On July 1st, 2021,  ETOP IBCSG Partners 
Foundation was established. 

The merger of the two foundations, 
ETOP (European Thoracic Oncology 
Platform) and IBCSG (International 
Breast Cancer Study Group) was offi-
cially certified with the signatures of 
Professor Rolf A. Stahel, Solange Peters, 
Stefan Aebi and Anita Hiltbrunner. 

IBCSG was founded in 1977 as the 
“Ludwig Breast Cancer Study-Group”. 
When the Ludwig Institute of Cancer  
Research decided to focus on labora- 
tory research in 1985, the group was 
renamed and restructured to: The Inter- 
national Breast Cancer Study Group 
(IBCSG), which is known for its leading 
clinical and translational research in 
breast cancer.

ETOP, founded in 2009, has become one 
of the leading European organizations 
dedicated to international clinical and 
translational research in the field of 
thoracic malignancies. 

The merger to ETOP IBCSG Partners 
Foundation thus brings together two 
highly recognized, co-equal innovators 
in clinical and translational research  
who will continue their pioneering, scien-
tific research in thoracic and breast 
cancer. In the future, it is also planned to 
be open to conducting and supporting 
international clinical research of other 
cancer types. 

The merger will give the ETOP IBCSG 
Partners Foundation a global reach to 
collaborate on projects in Europe, North 
and South America, Asia, Africa and 
Australia, strengthening its position as  
an international academic research 
organization. It will also benefit from the 
expertise of the Coordinating Center  
in Berne and from the collaboration with 
the Frontier Science Foundation in 
Greece and the USA.  

We look forward to this new journey 
together with you, and sincerely thank 
you for your trust and support.

Prof. Dr. med. Rolf A. Stahel
President of the Foundation Board
ETOP IBCSG Partners Foundation

Editorial

Dear readers
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The ETOP IBCSG Partners Foundation 
was officially established on July 1st, 2021.

On the morning of October 26, 2021,  
the merger agreement was signed at the 
Coordination Center by Rolf Stahel, 
Solange Peters, Stefan Aebi and Anita 
Hiltbrunner. 

The merger of the two foundations  
was meticulously planned and prepared. 
While the influence and recognition of 
both ETOP and IBCSG foundations was 
already substantial, the merger further 
strengthens them as a unit, increases 
their reach and allows for a bundling of 
competencies. The ETOP IBCSG Partners 
Foundation marks the way forward for 
global clinical and translational research.

The registration in the commercial reg- 
istry took place on March 4, 2022, and 
the new foundation was created “de jure”.

To visualize the new foundation, a new, 
modern and confident identity was 
created, which shall reflect the merger 
and the common values of the new 
foundation. 

The requirements for the new branding 
were quite demanding. It should be 
clearly visible that two co-equal partners 
were joining forces. Through a harmo- 
nious but powerful imagery, human beings 
should be in the forefront. The purpose 
of the foundation, namely cancer research 
at the highest level, should also be re- 
flected in the logo. And last but not least, 
a color recognition was absolutely de- 
sired. Thus, in a creative and cooperative 
process, the new corporate identity and 
logo were created. 
       			    

The visual element of the logo should 
symbolically show our joint research 
activities and the colored lines represent 
the fusion of the two foundations (blue: 
ETOP, orange-red: IBCSG). The typeface 
is modern, contemporary and confident. 

This annual report has already been 
published in the new “look & feel”  
and can be read in either German or 
English – by simply turning it over. 

Foundation Establishment

Establishing the  
ETOP IBCSG Partners 
Foundation 
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Foundation Establishment
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Partners

FSF-H*
Statistical Center

Cooperation Agreement

FSTRF**
Data Mgt/StatisticalCenter

Cooperation Agreement

CHUV
Biobank

Cooperation Agreement

IEO
Pathology/Biobank

Cooperation Agreement

Datimbi
Databank

Service Agreement

Participating Centers
Clinical Trial Agreement

* Frontier Science Foundation-Hellas
** Frontier Science & Technology Research Foundation

Scientific  
Committee

 

Thoracic

Ethics  
Committee

Translational  
Research 

Working Group

Financial  
Auditors

Foundation Board

The Foundation Board

The Foundation Board is the governing body of the ETOP IBCSG Foundation.  
The Foundation Board members define the vision and values and determine the 
forward-looking strategy and creative platform to enable the most cutting-edge 
scientific research, trials and projects.

Foundation Board
President, Scientific Committee Chairs, up to 8 further members

Independent  
Data Monitoring 

Committee 
(IDMC) 

Breast

Independent  
Data Monitoring 

Committee 
(IDMC) 

Thoracic

Scientific  
Committee

 

Breast

Translational  
Research 

Working Group Coordinating  
Center

Berne, CH

Executive Committee

Director
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Translational Research  
Coordination Quality of Life

Rosita Kammler

Dr. Nesa Marti

Dr. Karin Ribi Anita Hiltbrunner 

Administration 
Milica Adamovic  
Marc Marbot

IT 
Marcel Berglas  
Leonard Hofmann

Meetings and  
Communication  
Marianne Wenger

Marijana Mathys

Isabel Campus

Monica Ruggeri

Marianne Wenger

Finances

Central Services Programm for Young 
Patients (PYP)

Coordinating Center

The Coordinating Center

The coordinating center in Bern is the headquarters of the ETOP IBCSG Partners 
Foundation. The team is responsible for the overall coordination as well  
as specialized tasks. The newly established foundation enables synergies,  
the expansion of competencies and sustainability.

Quality Assurance 
and Audits Medical Affairs

Director

Safety  
and Regulatory

Dr. Barbara Ruepp  
Deputy: Rita Pfister 

Drug Supply 
Sabin Allemann  
Sabrina Ribeli  
Daniela Züger

CRA 
Dr. Giuseppe Achille 
Daniela Celotto  
Carmen Comune  
Belén Hahn 
Dr. Lionel Nobs 
Mariana Pardo-Contreras 
Magdalena Sánchez-Hohl 
Dr. Michael Wiedemann

Regulatory 
Sabin Allemann  
Anne Carrer  
Rebekka Ott  
Sandra Trösch

Safety 
Mirjam Schneider

Office Assistant 
Sarah Hiltbrunner

Dr. Heidi Roschitzki 
Deputy: Susanne Roux

Nino Giacomelli

Susanne Roux
Lead Data Manager:
Dr. Anne Christine Piguet

Hafeezul Adnan
Uli Kodjadjiku  
Suganiya Nagarajan 
Dr. Virginia Rodriguez 
Martinez
Robin Schweri  
Karin Tschan

Dr. Judith Schroeder

Elizabeth Rugiati 
Monica Ruggeri

Dr. Adriana Gasca 
Dr. Isabel Zigomo

Anita Hiltbrunner
Deputy: Dr. Heidi Roschitzki

International Trial 
Activities

Trial Management 
ETOP

Executive Officer Human Resources

Dr. Kathleen Beese Marianne Wenger
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27
TR projects ongoing

ETOP 14, IBCSG 13

4
Trials launched in 2021

ETOP IBCSG sponsered: ETOP 1, IBCSG 0
Non-ETOP IBCSG sponsored: ETOP 0, IBCSG 3

13
Open trials, open to recruitment

ETOP IBCSG sponsered: ETOP 3, IBCSG 2
Non-ETOP IBCSG sponsored: ETOP 1, IBCSG 7

15
Open trials, in follow-up
ETOP IBCSG sponsered: ETOP 2, IBCSG 7

Non-ETOP IBCSG sponsored: ETOP 1, IBCSG 5

17
Publications

ETOP 3, IBCSG 14 
cumulative: ETOP 24, IBCSG 407

Key Figures

Key Figures in 2021

45
Coworker Coordinating Center

344
Recruited Patients 2021

ETOP IBCSG sponsered: ETOP 169, IBCSG 148
Non-ETOP IBCSG sponsored: ETOP 0, IBCSG 27

34
Participating countries  

in ongoing  
ETOP IBCSG trials

ETOP 14, IBCSG 33
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IBCSG 59-19 POLAR  

The IBCSG 59-19 POLAR trial studies the efficacy of adjuvant palbociclib treat-
ment in combination with hormonal therapy in patients with hormone receptor- 
positive and HER2-negative isolated local recurrences of breast cancer.

Adjuvant treatment is the term used to describe a therapy that is given after  
surgical removal of the tumor.

Local or regional recurrence of breast cancer after breast-conserving surgery 
or breast removal is associated with an increased risk of metastasis and lower  
survival. Treatment with the CDK inhibitor palbociclib is anticipated to decrease 
the risk of breast cancer recurrence.

IBCSG 55-17 TOUCH   

The IBCSG 55-17 TOUCH trial assesses the efficacy of palbociclib in comparison 
to chemotherapy as a neoadjuvant treatment. Neoadjuvant treatment is the 
term used to describe the therapy given before the planned definitive treat-
ment for a tumor, usually surgery.

Chemotherapy is often associated with significant side effects. Therefore,  
there is a great demand, especially among older women, for an effective breast 
cancer treatment that does not require chemotherapy.

The TOUCH study targets older patients with hormone receptor-positive and 
HER2-positive early breast cancer. Half of the patients will be treated with the 
CDK inhibitor palbociclib for approximately 4 months prior to surgery. The other 
half will receive chemotherapy, which is the standard treatment for such  
patients. During this time, all patients will also be treated with the two drugs  
trastuzumab and pertuzumab to block the HER2 receptor.

The purpose of the treatment in the TOUCH study is to ensure that patients no 
longer have any signs of cancer after surgery.

Trials Activities

Current IBCSG Studies 
with CDK Inhibitors

IBCSG 53-14 PYTHIA 

In the IBCSG 53-14 PYTHIA trial, the CDK inhibitor palbociclib was used together 
with fulvestrant (fulvestrant belongs to the group of estrogen blockers. Estrogens 
may be linked to breast cancer growth) in patients with hormone receptor- 
positive/HER2-negative metastatic breast cancer who have received prior treat-
ment for their disease.

The main objective of the PYTHIA study was to evaluate biomarkers, biological 
characteristics in blood or tissue samples that could provide information about 
the efficacy of palbociclib in combination with fulvestrant.

The results of the PYTHIA study do indeed point to such a biomarker. This is a 
molecule called thymidine kinase (TK), and its activity is detectable in the blood. 
If TK activity in the blood is high, this is associated with an unfavorable prognosis.  
In the PYTHIA study, patients with high TK activity in the blood appeared to be re-
sistant to therapy with palbociclib and fulvestrant. Although further studies are 
needed to make a definitive conclusion, TK activity may be a novel biomarker that 
can provide information on appropriate therapy for these patients.

The human body is made up of billions  
of cells that form our body tissues, organs 
and bones. However, after a certain 
period of time, our cells age and ultimately 
die. Cell division ensures that new cells 
are created to take their place. 

Cell division in our body is precisely regu- 
lated. Special molecules called cyclin- 
dependent kinases (CDKs) are responsible 
for the control of cell division. 

Cancer cells are characterized by uncon- 
trolled cell division. Dysfunction of CDKs 
plays a role in a number of types of cancer, 
in particular hormone receptor-positive 
metastatic breast cancer. The develop-
ment of potent and highly selective in- 
hibitors of these CDKs has significantly 

improved the treatment of breast cancer. 
Several clinical trials have shown the 
efficacy of such CDK inhibitors named 
palbociclib, abemaciclib or ribociclib  
in combination with a hormonal therapy 
for the treatment of hormone receptor- 
positive metastatic breast cancer.

Based on these positive results, the 
IBCSG has designed three clinical trials 
to evaluate the effect of the CDK in- 
hibitor palbociclib for the treatment of 
hormone receptor-positive breast 
cancer.
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Trials Activities

The latest ETOP-trial  
USZ-STRIKE: Better treat-
ment of brain metastases

ETOP 19-21 USZ-STRIKE

Thanks to medical advances, life expectancy has increased substantially for  
various types of cancer. However, many new drugs show their maximum efficacy 
primarily outside of the central nervous system and therefore have limited  
efficacy in treating brain metastases.

As life expectancy increases, so does the risk of developing metastases in the 
brain or central nervous system. 

In many cases, brain metastases lead to a reduction in independence and quality 
of life, and often also to death. Brain metastases are most commonly found with 
melanoma, lung cancer, breast cancer, and kidney cancer. 

Treating brain metastases is a major challenge. Treatment strategies include  
neurosurgery, various methods of radiation therapy, and systemic drug therapy. 
However, the most common form of treatment is radiotherapy.

The optimal timing of radiation therapy is debated among experts. Should brain 
metastases be treated with radiation immediately after diagnosis to control dis-
ease progression? Or should radiation therapy only be initiated after medication 
has been proven to be ineffective in treating brain metastases? To date, there is 
no clear answer to this question.

Despite the answer to this question being crucial to patient survival, to date  
no randomized trials have been conducted to determine the optimal timing of 
radiotherapy for brain metastases.

The randomized clinical trial ETOP 19-21 USZ-STRIKE seeks to find an answer to 
this question.

The patients participating in this study have been newly diagnosed with brain  
metastases deriving from melanoma or non-small cell lung cancer, which have 
not been formerly treated.

The study was developed by a team of physicians from the University Hospital  
Zurich (USZ) led by Professors Michael Weller and Rolf Stahel, in collaboration 
with ETOP IBCSG Partners. Besides the USZ and other Swiss centers, centers in 
Italy,  
the United Kingdom and the Netherlands are also taking part in the study.

The clinical trial is is almost fully funded by donations by the USZ Foundation and 
its donor partners.
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Smallscape ...

Mesoscope ...

Lungscope

Lungscape Master Protocol

003 GeneRead

001 ALK RT-PCR / NGS

Fixation Effects Project

002 PTEN

003 KRAS

004 RANK

005 PD-L1

001 pS6

...

...

...

006 TMB ...

...007 ROS1

008 NTRK ...

TP53 ...

FGFR2b ...

Mesoscape Master Protocol

ESTS Real Life Data

002 B7-H3

...

...

Trials Activities

Ongoing translational  
research projects 

  closed project

  sub-projects ongoing

  closed sub-projects

  ongoing sub-projects

  in development

Lungscape iBiobank

001 ALK

002 MET==========

003 Multiplex

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022   
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23-22 RAISE ...

   22-22 ADEPPT ...

21-21 BOUNCE

19-21 USZ-STRIKE ...

...

18-21 AMAZE-lung ...

...17-20 STEREO

15-19 ABC-lung ...

14-18 CHESS ...

13-18 BEAT-meso ...

10-16 BOOSTER ...

4-12 STIMULI

8-15 PEARLS ...

11-16 NIVOTHYM ...

Trials Activities

Ongoing clinical studies  
on lung cancer 

  closed accrual, follow-up ongoing

  recruiting

  under activation

  in development
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   IBCSG 59-19 POLAR ...

IBCSG 55-17 TOUCH ...

IBCSG 54-16 METEORA

IBCSG 53-14 PYTHIA

IBCSG 48-14 POSITIVE ...

IBCSG 43-09 HOHO ...

IBCSG 42-12 SNAP

IBCSG 24-02 SOFT / 25-02 TEXT ...

50-14 OLYMPIA ...

52-15 PALLAS ...

  56-17 IMpassion030 /ALEXANDRA ...

57-18 TAXIS ...

58-18 EXPERT ...

  60-19 APPALACHES ...

   61-20 NEO-N ...

   62-20 ALPHABET ...

   64-20 SASCIA ...

   65-21 DECRESCENDO ...

   66-20 AMEERA ...

Trials Activities

Ongoing clinical studies  
on breast cancer 

 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010      2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
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  Lung                Breast

Trials Activities

4-12  
STIMULI

10-16  
BOOSTER

13-18  
BEAT-meso

14-18  
CHESS

15-19  
ABC-lung

17-20  
STEREO

59-19  
POLAR

55-17  
TOUCH

54-16  
METEORA II

53-14  
PYTHIA

48-14  
POSITIVE

43-09  
HOHO

42-12  
SNAP

25-02  
TEXT

24-02  
SOFT

Australia x x x x

Austria x x

Belgium x x x x x x x x

Brazil x

Canada x x x

Chile x

Egypt x

France x x x x x x

Germany x x x x

Greece x

Hungary x x x

India x x

Ireland x x x x

Israel x x

Italy x x x x x x x x x x x x

Japan x

Lebanon x

Netherlands x x x x x x

New Zealand x x

Norway x

Peru x x

Poland x x

Portugal x x

Serbia x x

Singapore x x x

Slovenia x x x

South Africa x x

South Korea x x x x

Spain x x x x x x x x x x

Sweden x x x

Switzerland x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Turkey x

UK x x x x x x

USA x x x

Countries participating  
in the ETOP IBCSG Partners 
Foundation trials 
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Vorstandssitzungen

Due to the ongoing difficult times the 44th IBCSG Annual Meeting took place virtually  
on Sunday, March 21st, 2021. Nearly 100 participants took part in the half day event 
where ongoing trials as well as concepts for new projects and results were presented. 

The ETOP Annual Meeting 2021 was held from 5–6 November 2021 in Barcelona, Spain. 
Ongoing projects and trials as well as new ideas and concepts were presented and 
discussed either during the plenary meeting or in the breakout sessions. More than 
90 participants attended the on-site meeting and seized the opportunity to engage  
in stimulating high-level scientific exchange with other ETOP participants. These lively 
discussions continued during the coffee breaks and dinner. 

The ETOP Residential Workshops have become a successful tradition. The format  
of bringing young researchers and experienced faculty together offers a unique 
opportunity for these young researchers to exchange research ideas and learn from 
the experts in the field of thoracic oncology.

This year’s Workshop was held from 3-5 November 2021 in Barcelona, Spain.  
Twenty-two young scientists attended the workshop which was led by 14 faculty 
members – all leading experts in the field of thoracic oncology and statistics.  
The program focused on current trends in research and cancer care. One of the key 
elements of these ETOP Residential Workshops is the presentation of the partici- 
pants own research projects. These excellent presentations were followed by lively 
discussions chaired by the senior subject matter experts.

Meetings

Virtual IBCSG  
Annual Meeting

ETOP Annual Meeting 
in Barcelona, Spain

10th ETOP Residential 
Workshop in Barcelona, 
Spain
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Professor Sherene Loi, Medical Oncologist 
and Head of the Translational Breast 
Cancer Laboratory at Peter MacCallum 
Cancer Center is a highly recognized 
scientist in the field of translating scien-
tific findings into innovative treatments, 
which improve the survival of breast 
cancer patients in Australia and around 
the world. She is also the Co-Chair of  
the IBCSG Scientific Committee. 

2021 Frank Fenner Prize  
for Life Scientist of the Year

The Prime Minister’s Prizes for Science 
are Australia’s most prestigious awards 
for outstanding achievements in scien- 
tific research, research-based innovation, 
and excellence in science teaching.

Professor Sherene Loi’s research has led 
to the development and implementation 
of an immune biomarker test for breast 
cancer, helping patients manage the ad- 
vanced disease. This biomarker is now 
part of a routine pathology examination 
for breast cancer in many countries and 
is included in the World Health Organiza-
tion Classification of Tumors: Breast 
Tumors (also known as the WHO Blue 
Book on Breast Tumors).

Professor Loi has also made a significant 
contribution to the first worldwide 
approval of immunotherapy for patients 
with the most aggressive type of breast 
cancer.

2021 Australian Academy of Health  
and Medical Sciences’ Jian Zhou Medal

This annual award is given to up to two 
individuals who make an impact in trans- 
lational medical science and is given  
in honor of cervical cancer vaccine co- 
inventor Professor Jian Zhou.

Professor Sherene Loi has challenged the 
dogma that immunotherapy was not 
possible for breast cancer and this has led 
to a series of clinical trials which are 
already changing the lives of her patients.

She was also the first to prove that 
immune cell infiltration of breast tumor 
tissue strongly predicts improved sur- 
vival in some types of breast cancer and 
she is now leading the development and 
standardization of this unique biomarker – 
which has in the meanwhile become  
a routine procedure in the pathological 
examination of breast cancer.

We extend our sincere congratulations 
to Professor Sherene Loi on these 
prestigious awards!

Awards

Professor Sherene Loi is 
awarded two prestigious 
prizes
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“ETOP IBCSG Partners and GECP share  
the mission and vision of improving lung 
cancer research in Europe. Clearly our  
fruitful collaboration contributes to this 
goal every day”.
Maria Fernández, Director Spanish Lung Cancer Group (GECP)

2021

24. Peters S, Danson S, Ejedepang D, Dafni U, Hasan B, 
Radcliffe H-S, Bustin F, Crequit J, Coate L, Guillot M, 
Surmont V, Rauch D, Rudzki J, O‘Mahony D, Barneto Aranda 
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Demonty G, Stahel RA, O‘Brien M. Combined, patient-level, 
analysis of two randomised trials evaluating the addition  
of denosumab to standard first-line chemotherapy in 
advanced NSCLC – The ETOP/EORTC SPLENDOUR and 
AMGEN-249 trials. Lung Cancer 2021;161:76-85. doi: 
10.1016/j.lungcan.2021.09.002. Epub 2021 September 9. 
(ETOP 5-12) (Journal Impact Factor 5.705).

23. Finn SP, Addeo A, Dafni U, Thunnissen E, Bubendorf L, 
Madsen LB, Biernat W, Verbeken E, Hernandez-Losa J, 
Marchetti A, Cheney R, Warth A, Speel EM, Quinn AM, 
Monkhorst K, Jantus-Lewintre E, Tischler V, Marti N, 
Dimopoulou G, Molina-Vila MA, Kammler R, Kerr KM, Peters S, 
Stahel RA. Prognostic Impact of KRAS G12C Mutation in 
Patients With NSCLC: Results From the European Thoracic 
Oncology Platform Lungscape Project. J Thorac Oncol 
2021;16(6):990-1002. doi: 10.1016/j.jtho.2021.02.016. Epub 
2021 March 2. (ETOP Lungscape) (Journal Impact Factor 
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22. Peters S, Felip E, Dafni U, Tufman A, Guckenberger M, 
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Publications

ETOP Publications 
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It is with deep sorrow that we announce 
the passing of Angelo Di Leo in June 2021. 

Angelo, an outstanding scientist and  
true supporter and leader of IBCSG, has 
acted for many years as Co-Chair of  
the Scientific Committee, Chair of the 
Biological Protocol Working Group and 
distinguished member of the Foundation 
Council. 

Angelo die Leo’s work and research  
was crucial for the development and 
realization of many IBCSG trials such  
as PYTHIA, TOUCH and POLAR. He was 
also the recipient of many awards  
and prizes such as the ESMO Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2019. 

But for us, Angelo was above all a fantastic 
and kind person with a wonderful sense 
of humor which he never lost despite his 
trying disease. His courage was admi- 
rable, as he knew only too well what the 
future would bring, yet never showed 
any fear. 

Our thoughts and warm wishes are with 
Angelo’s wife and his daughter, his family 
and his colleagues from Prato with whom 
he had worked so closely. 

Angelo Di Leo is greatly missed.

Farewell

We bid farewell  
to Angelo Di Leo
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We sincerely thank:
PINK RIBBON SWITZERLAND, Nicole Zindel and Beatrice 
Wegmann of 2C Communication GmbH, all golfers, the Golf- 
clubs Winterberg, Ybrig, Holzhäusern, Estée Lauder Com-
panies Switzerland, Bucherer Fine Jewelry, Julius Bär, L’Anima 
di Vergani, SPAZE Hairstudio, FOCUS Water and all other 
supporters, donors and volunteers who enabled this event.

The amazing amount of 50,000 Swiss 
Francs was raised thanks to the par- 
ticipation fees and donations at the PINK 
RIBBON GOLF SERIES 2021 for young 
breast cancer patients of the “Interna-
tional Breast Cancer Study Group”.  
The three charity golf tournaments took 
place at the beautiful and meticu- 
lously-kept golf clubs Holzhäusern, Ybrig 
and Winterberg in the midst of pic- 
turesque nature, where dedicated lady 
golfers (gentlemen were also welcome  
in Holzhäusern and Ybrig) met for “drive- 
pitch-and-putts” in the very best of 
spirits. Even some celebrities were spot- 
ted among the participants – and to 
everyone’s delight, the Swiss interna-
tional music star, DJ Bobo even won  
the tournament in Ybrig. An exciting event 
program and many other surprises 
rounded off the eventful days of the  
golf tournament.

Pink Ribbon Golf Tour

CHF 50,000.–

For the second time, on October 30th, 
2021, the Pink Ribbon Music Gala took 
place in the beautiful ballroom of the 
Dolder Grand Hotel – with a view over-
looking the evening lights of the city  
of Zurich. It was an unforgettable, glam-
orous event and the 200 elegant guests 
experienced fine cuisine and top-class 
show performances by Swiss music 
performers and dance stars. At this year’s 
auction, presented by the well-known 
and charming host Sven Epiney, the guests 
bid enthusiastically and 95,000 Swiss 
francs were raised for the POSITIVE STUDY 
of the “International Breast Cancer 
Study Group”. The objective of the study 
is to enable patients to become preg-
nant after a breast cancer diagnosis. 

We sincerely thank:
PINK RIBBON SWITZERLAND, Nicole Zindel 
and Beatrice Wegmann of 2C Communi-
cation GmbH, all of the generous guests, 
The Dolder Grand, Sisley Paris, Bucherer, 
ZENITH, PKZ, Ochsner Shoes, Bluemehuus 
Unterstrass, FOCUS Water, Venus Gillette, 
Aston Martin Zürich, Faulhaber Marketing 
Services, OZENIT, Le Perlage, CERVO 
Mountain Resort, ZERMATTERS, Flemings 
Mayfair Hotel, Marc Sway, Visa, Protectas, 
Sven Epiney, Curtis Burger, Eliane Müller, 
Caroline Chevin, Tiziana Gulino, Nubya, 
Jesse Ritch, James Gruntz and all other 
supporters, donors and volunteers who 
enabled this event. 

Pink Ribbon Music Gala

Events

CHF 95,000.–

Nicole Zindel (2C Communication Gmbh) and Monica Ruggeri 
(Program for Young Patients) are  undeniably delighted with the 
successful evening.
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The 35th “Schweizer Frauenlauf” in August 
of 2021, was a major success. Over 4500 
runners of all ages took part in the four-day 
happening in Berne, which also ranks as 
the largest womens sports event in Switzer- 
land. Among the athletes were – unmis- 
takably – the great Pink Ladies. The objective 
of their participation in this event was to 
call attention to the PYP (Program for Young 
Patients) and to appeal for solidarity and 
fundraising. The IBCSG was an official 
charity partner. 

Swiss Womens Race

On September 5th, 2021, the IBCSG  
Pink Ladies participated in the “Virtual Pink 
Ribbon Charity Walk”. Their walk was 
deemed a gesture of solidarity and appre-
ciation for young women with breast 
cancer. Their simple and heartfelt mes-
sage: You are not alone! 

Events

Pink Ribbon Walk
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“IBCSG has been a cornerstone of BIG 
since the beginning, with Martine Piccart 
and the late Aron Goldhirsch putting their 
minds together to facilitate breast cancer 
research globally. No doubt the merger 
between IBCSG and ETOP will lead to im-
portant new synergies for breast and  
lung cancer clinical trials across Europe 
and the globe.”
Theodora Goulioti, CEO Breast International Group BIG

Events

Race for Life

At the Race for Life event on September 12, 
2021, ETOP and IBCSG Partners were 
present with a joint information booth at 
the Bundesplatz in Berne. Race for Life is 
a charity bicycle marathon with the motto: 
On the road for the support of cancer 
patients and for the support of cancer 
research. Via the website you could make 
donations to your favorite team. 

The slogans of our teams were:    
Team ETOP: ETOP – with strong wings 
against lung cancer
Team IBCSG: IBCSG pink ladies –  
women for women
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1.7.–31.12.2021

TCHF

Research contributions 5 511

Grants and donations/Income from other research organizations 2 191

Other contributions 145

Reimbursements from externals for services 33

Operating income 7 880

Research contributions to members/sites and suppliers –4 199

Cooperation expenses –117

Personnel expenses –2 374

Other operating expenses –433

Operating expenses –7 123

Operating result 757

Financial income 86

Financial expenses –722

Profit for the year 121

Income statement

The statutory auditor KPMG AG has examined the financial statements (consisting  
of balance sheet, income statement and notes) for the period from July 1, 2021,  
to December 31, 2021 and recommended its approval to the Foundation Board.			 
	

Annual Financial Statement

Annual Financial  
Statement 1.7.2021–31.12.2021

Assets 31.12.21 01.07.21

TCHF TCHF

Cash 12 001 12 285

Financial assets short-term 102 76

Accounts receivable 907 2 705

Other short-term receivables 346 738

Prepaid expenses and accrued income 1 794 582

Current assets 15 150 16 386

Financial assets 11 892 12 294

Non-current assets 11 892 12 294

Total assets 27 042 28 680

Liabilities 31.12.21 01.07.21

TCHF TCHF

Accounts payable 383 714

Advance payments short-term 17 921 14 515

Other short-term liabilities 121 98

Accrued expenses and deferred income 1 850 2 400

Short-term liabilities 20 275 17 727

Advance payments long-term 528 4 835

Long-term liabilities 528 4 835

Dedicated Fund Support Breast Cancer Clinical Research 1 024 1 024

Dedicated funds 1 024 1 024

Foundation capital 175 175

Voluntary retained earnings

Profit brought forward 4 919 4 919

Profit for the year 121

Equity 5 215 5 094

Total liabiliteis and equity 27 042 28 680

Balance
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... to all patients who have participated or are still participating  
in our trials, as well as to their families and caregivers. You are at 
the very core of all our clinical trials.

... to all investigators and their teams at participating hospitals,  
as well as our partner organizations, for their important commit-
ment. Without their great support, we would not be able to 
conduct our studies.

... to all members of our Foundation Board, the two Scientific 
Committees, our Study Chairs and the two Independent Data 
Monitoring Committees (IDMCs). They lay the foundation for  
our research through their vision, knowledge and ideas.

... to all of our benefactors who contribute significantly to the 
funding of our projects and to all of our pharmaceutical partners 
who contribute to the majority of many study budgets.

... to all of the staff of the ETOP IBCSG Partners Coordinating 
Center in Bern (Switzerland), the Statistical Centers in Boston (USA) 
and Athens (Greece), the Data Management Center in Amherst 
(USA), and the staff of the Central Laboratories in Milan (Italy) and 
Lausanne (Switzerland). Their expertise and commitment are 
crucial to the success of our studies. 

Thank you

We say  
thank you...
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Company Information

ETOP IBCSG 
Partners Foundation
Effingerstrasse 33
3008 Bern
Switzerland
+41 31 511 94 00
contact@etop.ibcsg.org
www.etop.ibcsg.org

       ETOP IBCSG Partners Foundation

We appreciate your donation 
UBS IBAN CH550023523544408840E

For reasons of legibility, the masculine form has been chosen in the text;  
nevertheless, the information refers to members of all genders.

List of our Donors

•	Anna dai capelli corti
•	Baillet Latour Fund
•	Bärgüf
•	Breast Cancer Research Foundation
•	Breast International Group BIG
•	C&A
•	Fondazione Umberto Veronesi
•	Gateway
•	Geissbühler Stiftung
•	Krebsforschung Schweiz
•	Krebsliga Schweiz
•	PINK RIBBON
•	Rising Tide Foundation for Clinical Cancer Research (RTFCCR)
•	San Salvatore Foundation
•	Stiftung St. Gallen Oncology Conferences (SONK)
•	SUVA
•	Swiss Cancer Foundation
•	USZ Foundation
•	Supporting companies in the research-based pharmaceutical 		
	 industry and many other private companies and individuals

Donors
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